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FASTPITCH 
The Untold History of Softball and 
the Women Who Made the Game 

 

By ERICA WESTLY 
 

“Fastpitch is A League of Their Own for the softball set. Erica Westly takes 
on the power plays and girl power moments on and off the field.” 

 

— Lily Koppel, bestselling author of The Astronaut Wives Club 
 

“Fastpitch tells you the untold story of softball in a stunning and creative 
way. A must-read for anyone who loves the sport!”  

 

— Jonathan Fader, author of Life as Sport 
 

“A fun and entertaining read for people of all ages. Team sports were my first love, and Fastpitch 
immediately brought back wonderful memories of playing softball at Houghton Park in Long Beach, 
California, winning the 15 & Under championships on my softball team, and then later working with 
legends of the sport to start a professional softball league. The history is well documented and the 

storytelling is completely enjoyable!” 
 

— Billie Jean King 
 

“Well-researched . . . Underscores the fact that present-day women’s sports face all the same hurdles they did 
a century ago. . . . At present, ‘to actually make a living playing softball, most players have to go overseas.’ 

This, along with other ongoing battles for equity, shows the importance of Westly’s historical account.” 
 

— Publishers Weekly 
 

“Fastpitch is hidden history at its most intriguing. . . . Westly offers unexpected insights into business 
history, feminism, American social history, and the politics of sports. . . . It’s a classic American tale.” 

 

— Jack El-Hai, author of The Nazi and the Psychiatrist 
and past president of the American Society of Journalists and Authors 

 
“Every baseball player knows about Babe Ruth and Ted Williams, and every softball player should know about 
Bertha Tickey and Joan Joyce. The opportunities that I had playing this great sport are because of athletes like 

Bertha, Joan, Jeanne Contel, and others. Every softball player should read this book and learn about their sport.” 
 

— Laura Berg, Olympic gold medalist in softball and head softball coach at Oregon State University 
 

 

Just in time for the summer sports season, FASTPITCH: The Untold History of Softball and the Women 

Who Made the Game (on-sale June 14, 2016; Hardcover; Touchstone; $26.00; 978-1-5011-1859-3) by 

Erica Westly brings to life the rich 129-year history of a sport played by tens of millions worldwide.  Westly 

is available for interviews timed to the Women’s College World Series (June 2-8) and to the book’s 

publication. 

 

FASTPITCH encompasses Depression-era pick-up games, extravagant national and international amateur 

tournaments, offshoots like the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League (popularized in the 1992 

film A League of Their Own), and today’s NCAA and pro teams—as well as the Japanese league where 

many Americans go to play (and get paid) after college.  It also covers softball’s controversial elimination 

from the 2012 Olympics and the mounting efforts to have it reinstated.  



 

Westly looks to the future, too, incisively addressing the ongoing challenges to securing the financial 

backing, mainstream media coverage, and competitive pay necessary for fastpitch—and all women’s 

sports—to grow and thrive.   

 

While now thought of as a women’s sport, fastpitch softball was first designed by and for men as a 

speedier, more practical alternative to baseball.  However, in the 1930s, factories, breweries, and retail 

stores began also sponsoring top women’s fastpitch teams that frequently came with employment 

opportunities.  As one of the only team sports that women were allowed to play (often while earning a 

paycheck), fastpitch took on unparalleled importance for female athletes.  Women put off marriage and 

sometimes even relocated across the country for the chance to be independent, travel, and compete with 

and against the best in the game. 

 

From the preternaturally cool Bertha Ragan Tickey (who set strikeout records and taught Hollywood 

starlet Lana Turner how to pitch) and Joan Joyce (Bertha’s teenaged teammate and pitching heir 

apparent, who struck out Ted Williams and went on to co-found a short-lived, yet influential professional 

softball league with tennis legend Billie Jean King) to modern superstar Jennie Finch (who in 2004 helped 

launch softball back into mainstream consciousness), FASTPITCH features an eclectic mix of fascinating 

players and supporting characters. 

 

Meticulously researched and featuring eight pages of vintage photographs, FASTPITCH is sure to appeal 

to readers of women’s history and anyone who appreciates a fun, character-driven sports story. 

 
 

ERICA WESTLY is a freelance journalist whose work has appeared in Slate, Wired, The Smart Set, 
Popular Science, and the New York Times, among other publications.  She lives in Tucson, Arizona.   
 

  
 
Erica Westly will discuss and sign FASTPITCH at the following events: 
 

Thursday, JUNE 16 at 7pm / CHANGING HANDS, 300 W Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ 85013 
Saturday, JUNE 18 at 2pm / ANTIGONE BOOKS, 411 N 4th Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705 
Wednesday, JULY 6 at 7:30pm / GREENLIGHT BOOKSTORE, 686 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217 
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*For more information, visit www.simonandschuster.com.  


